
Studies in the Book of James 
Power of Patience (James 5:7-12)  

Lesson #12, Sunday, March 24, 2019 
 

I. Introduction  
1. In this section (7-12), James once again writes of having patience. 
2. In chapter one, he writes of having patience (Gk. Hupomone, to bear up under) with 

trials knowing that they will produce steadfastness. 
3. In this chapter, he writes of having patience (makrothumeo, longsuffering with 

tormentors) knowing that they will be avenged.  

II. Patience for the present (7-9) 
1. James called upon them to have patience (longsuffering with their tormentors) until the 

coming of the Lord which would NOT be easy. From the following passages, determine 
how the oppressive rich tormented them: 
1. James 2:6-7 

 
 
James 5:4, 6 
 
 

2. Keep in mind that not all rich are oppressive. For example, Abraham was rich, and so was 
others. Riches can be destructive. What warning does 1 Tim 6:6-10 give? 
 
 

3. They were to be patience until the coming of the Lord. The “coming of the Lord” is used 
in different ways. For example:  
 Jesus came to His kingdom. (Mt. 16:28) 
 Jesus came in judgment upon Jerusalem. (Mt. 10:23) 
 Jesus is coming again the second time. (Heb. 9:28) In this passage, James is speaking 

of the 2nd coming of our Lord. 
4. From the following passages determine how Jesus is coming back.  

1. Rev. 1:7; Jude 14; 1 Thess 3:13 
 
 
 

5. From the following passages determine why Jesus is coming back. 
1. 2 Thess. 1:6-9; Mt. 25:31-46; 2 Cor. 5:10 

 
 
 

6. From the following passage determine when Jesus is coming back. 
1. Mt. 24:36 

  
 



7. From the following passages determine what we should be doing until He comes back. 
1. Titus 2:12-13; 1 Jn. 2:28 

 
8. How was the coming of the Lord “at hand”? 

 
 

9. How does the farmer show his patience? 
 
 

10. How can we “establish our hearts”? 
 
 

11. Why is it so easy to “grumble” while waiting for the 2nd coming? 
 

III. Patience in speech (12) 
1. The Jews made a mockery of being truthful. What example does Jesus give concerning 

this? (Mt. 23:16-22) 
 
 

2. James repeats what the Lord said in Mt. 5:33-37. What was Jesus and James prohibiting?  
 
 

3. What were they encouraging us to do? 
 
 

4. Different views: 
1. Some brethren take this passage to mean that we can’t swear to tell the truth in a 

court of law.  
2. Others understand the passage to mean that Jesus and James are teaching that we 

must tell the truth without the need to swear. 
3. If we disagree over the matter of swearing, how can we maintain unity? 

 
 
 

IV. Patience examples from the past (10-11) 
1. The following passages illustrates Job’s patience. 

1. Job 1:20-22 
 

2. Job 13:15 
 

2. Jeremiah is another prophet who patiently waited while suffering. Give some of the 
details. 


