
“THE RIGHTEOUS WILL LIVE 
BY HIS FAITH”

Habakkuk 2.4



THE CONTEXT FOR HABAKKUK’S STATEMENT
➤ Habakkuk was perplexed by the evil God permitted. 

➤ Habakkuk 1.1-4 

➤ God reveals that His judgment was coming on evil. 

➤ Habakkuk 1.5-11 

➤ Habakkuk wonders how God can use Babylon. 

➤ Habakkuk 1.12-2.1 

➤ God reveals He will judge both Judah and Babylon. 

➤ Habakkuk 2.2-20



THE CONTEXT FOR HABAKKUK’S STATEMENT
➤ God would not cast off the godly with the ungodly. 

➤ Habakkuk 2.15-17; 3.18 

➤ God reveals the righteous would live by their faith (2.4). 

➤ Habakkuk would find the strength to survive the conquest 
and captivity by trusting God (3.16-19). 

➤ The Jews would preserve life by submitting themselves to 
God’s command to submit to Babylon (Jeremiah 42.9-16). 

➤ The faithful remain faithful, even in times of difficulty. 

➤ Having faith is more than simply believing; it is acting 
consistently with that belief.



HABAKKUK 2.4 IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

➤ Paul writes to Christians about justification and quotes 
Habakkuk 2.4 as proof. 

➤ It is by faith that a person is made righteous (Romans 5.1). 

➤ That faith includes the actions of belief (3.22) and baptism (6.4). 

➤ It is by faith that a righteous person continues in spiritual life. 

➤ Faith, an active submission to God and His word (10.17). 

➤ This is the specific context of Habakkuk 2.4!

"For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the 
righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, ‘But the 
righteous man shall live by faith.’"  (Romans 1:16-17)



"Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; for, ‘The 
righteous man shall live by faith.’"  (Galatians 3:11)

HABAKKUK 2.4 IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

➤ To Christians who were leaving Christ and depending on 
self-justification, Paul cites Habakkuk. 

➤ Their turn to self-justification was empty — they could not 
remove their own sins (Galatians 3.1-3). 

➤ God has always required faith for spiritual life. 

➤ Abraham had spiritual life through faith (3.6). 

➤ The Law of Moses (alone) could not pardon sinners (3.10). 

➤ Faith in Christ’s sacrifice is necessary to be made righteous by God 
(3.11-13,24).



"For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, 
you may receive what was promised…‘But my righteous one shall live by faith; 
and if he shrinks back, My soul has no pleasure in him.’”  (Hebrews 10:36,38)

HABAKKUK 2.4 IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

➤ To Christians who were at risk of abandoning their faith, 
Paul appeals to Habakkuk. 

➤ Habakkuk and the Jews had to endure the Babylonians in 
order to experience the blessings God had in store. 

➤ These Christians needed to continue in the faith: 

➤ Because doing God’s will has great reward (Hebrews 10.35f). 

➤ Because God’s judgment is coming (10.37). 

➤ Because through faith our souls are preserved (10.39).



AM I LIVING BY FAITH?
Have I been made righteous through faith in Christ? 
Am I living the life of obedience demanded by faith?


