
THE ASSAULT ON NEW 
COVENANT WORSHIP

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF 
THE LORD’S SUPPER



WHAT IS BEING SAID:

▸ “The supper of our Lord is a memorial—a toast…” 

▸ “It was observed in the course of a community meal.” 

▸ “It was never intended to be obeyed as a religious ritual or as 
a sacrament.” 

▸ “To insist that it is one of five commanded rituals of worship is 
teaching for doctrine the commandments of men.” 

▸ “[The mistaken idea]… that one must have a contrite and 
sanctimonious attitude while observing it.”



IS THE LORD’S SUPPER MERELY A TOAST?

▸ It is a matter of divine instruction — 1 Corinthians 11.17 

▸ It was a matter of direct revelation to Paul — 11.23 

▸ It is done in remembrance of Christ — 11.24,25 

▸ It is a proclamation of Jesus’ death — 11.26 

▸ It can be observed in an unworthy manner — 11.27 

▸ It is an act of fellowship with Christ — 10.16



IS IT TO OBSERVED AS PART OF A MEAL?

▸ Paul explicitly placed the Lord’s Supper outside of the 
context of a common/community meal. 

➡Not simply Paul — it was the instruction of Christ (11.23) and 
the Holy Spirit (2.10-16). 

➡ The Corinthians were rejected for their current practices 
regarding the Lord’s Supper (11.20-21). 

➡ They were told to eat and drink at home (11.22). 

➡ Their meals were to be observed outside the assembly (11.34).



WAS IT TO BE CONTINUALLY OBSERVED?

▸ The notion of “religious rituals” seems to imply actions 
devoid of meaning or sincerity.  A “sacrament” is a non-
biblical term popular in Catholic, Orthodox, Anglican, and 
Mormon circles. 

▸ The Lord’s supper was to be celebrated following the 
establishment of Christ’s kingdom (Matthew 26.29). 

▸ We share with Christ in the Supper (1 Cor. 10.16). 

▸ The early church continued in this observance (Acts 2.42). 

▸ We are to continue until His return (1 Cor. 11.26).



MUST I BE CONTRITE WHEN PARTAKING?

▸ The usage of the word “sanctimonious” is unfair. 

➡Adj. derogatory “making a show of being morally superior to 
other people.” 

▸ What did the Holy Spirit reveal? 

➡We are to remember Jesus (1 Corinthians 11.24-25). 

➡We must not act unworthily (11.27). 

➡My improper observance will bring judgment (11.29ff). 

➡Does not demand a smile; neither does it demand a tear.



THE IRONY OF DISAPPOINTING ATTITUDES
▸ “New covenant religion has nothing to do with ritualistic 

observances.” 

▸ What is meant by “ritualistic”? 

▸ Observances (acts to be repeated) are a fundamental aspect of 
Christianity (Philippians 4.9; 1 Corinthians 11.1). 

▸ Not all things old or repeated are bad. 

▸ “It has nothing to do with putting on a pious face and 
gingerly pinching off a piece of cracker and taking a small 
sip of wine.” 

▸ Why assume the piety is only momentary? 

▸ Why critique the amount of the elements consumed? 

▸ Mocking the sincere views of others accomplishes precious little.



HOW CAN I RESPOND TO 
THESE ATTACKS?

• I can make a personal emphasis on 
biblical literacy. 

• I can pray to God for His guidance. 
• I can demand Bible answers to any 

Bible question I face. 
•I can tolerate and support Biblical 

preaching on this and similar matters. 
• I can choose to resolutely follow Christ 

in the face of any and all opposition.


