
Matthew 21.33-43

The Parable of the Landowner



Context of Matthew 21
This is the last week of Jesus’ life prior to the 
crucifixion (Matthew 21.1; John 12.1ff). 

The triumphal entry has occurred (Mt. 21.9). 

Jesus has cleansed the temple (Mt. 21.12). 

The fig tree is cursed (Mt. 21.19). 

Jesus is challenged by the Jews (Mt. 21.23ff). 

‣He speaks the parable of the Two Sons. 

‣He speaks the parable of the Landowner.



Parable of the Landowner
A landowner, on his way out of town, rents out 
his vineyard to vine-growers. 

When the time to harvest arrived, he sent his 
servants to the vine-growers to receive what 
was rightfully his. 

‣When his servants were killed, he sent more. 

‣When those were killed, he sent his son. 

The vine-growers selfishly killed his son. 

What will the landowner do? (21.40)



What is Jesus Teaching?
Note who Jesus never identifies directly: 

‣The landowner; the servants; the son. 

‣The vine-growers. 

➡ Jesus’ parable-talk accomplishes its goal; the elites 
understand Jesus is talking about them (21.43,45). 

We are called to contemplate what the 
actions of the landowner will be (21.40). 

‣Jesus agrees with the response of the Jews (41).



What is Jesus Teaching?
Understanding the landowners actions: 

‣Jesus connects the landowner’s actions to the 
prophecy of Psalm 118.22-23 

➡This psalm is Messianic (Acts 4.11; 1 Peter 2.7). 

‣Without specifically mentioning Himself, Jesus 
connects Himself to this parable. 

➡Whether His audience viewed him as the son or 
one of the servants, the message was unmistakable 
— God’s judgment was coming (43)!



God’s Judgment
God would take His kingdom away from these 
Jews (21.43,45; 21.33,28,23). 

‣These particular Jews were not presently obedient 
to God (cf. 21.25,32); they were not in God’s 
eternal kingdom. 

‣The church has yet to be established; they were 
not in Christ’s kingdom. 

‣They were members of Israel, which at this time 
had a special relationship with God (cf. 
Deuteronomy 30.1-3,8-10).



God’s Judgment
God would take His kingdom away from these Jews 
(21.43,45; 21.33,28,23). 

God’s kingdom would be given to “a people producing 
the fruit of it.” 

‣“People” is same Gr. word in 28.19; Lk. 24.47. 

‣No specific ethnicity in view — God would enter into a new 
relationship with a new people (cf. 1 Peter 2.9). 

‣This new people would be determined upon their response 
to Christ (Mt. 21.44; cf. 1 Peter 2.6-7). 

‣God’s covenant of protection with the Jewish nation was 
broken when they rejected Christ (Mt. 23.35-38; Zech. 11).



What’s Here for Me?
My estimation of Jesus needs to be based on 
Him, not others (Matthew 21.42a). 

I need to remember that God doesn’t always 
work in the ways I think are best (42b). 

God was capable of judging the Jewish 
nation and He is capable of judging me (43). 

Jesus is everything (44).


