
No Apology Needed
Affirming Biblical Truth in an Unappreciative World



A World Hostile to Christianity

✤ Sometimes it is due to inaccurate portrayals of Christianity: 

➡ Westboro Baptist Church 

➡ Televangelists and Mega Churches 

➡ Interactions with hypocritical Christians 

✤ Sometimes it is due to the natural struggle between dark/light: 

➡ John 3.17-21 

✤ How do we as Christians respond to a world is undervalues Christianity? 

✤ How do we respond to a world that is satisfied with its “religiosity”?



“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of 
God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew 

first and also to the Greek.” 

-Romans 1.16

Taking Paul’s Words to Heart



It’s Not a New Problem

✤ A deeper look at Romans (and the rest of Paul’s epistles) helps to shed 
light on his claim that he is not ashamed of the Gospel. 

➡ Paul’s work among the Gentiles brought conflict with Jews (Titus 1.10-12). 

➡ Jews and Gentiles together in one body offended some (Ephesians 3.4-10). 

✤ We can see a similar sentiment when looking at church history and racism.



“In one of my own meetings a young negro preacher was 
engaged by the church as a janitor. He made it a point to 
stand out in the vestibule of the church-building to shake 

hands with the white people. When I insisted that it be 
discontinued some of the white brethren were offended. 

Such as this proves that the white brethren are ruining the 
negroes and defeating the very work that they should be 
sent to do, that is, preach the gospel to the negroes, their 

own people.”

–Foy E. Wallace, Jr.
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It’s Not a New Problem

✤ A deeper look at Romans (and the rest of Paul’s epistles) helps to shed 
light on his claim that he is not ashamed of the Gospel. 

➡ Paul’s work among the Gentiles brought conflict with Jews (Titus 1.10-12). 

➡ Jews and Gentiles together in one body offended some (Ephesians 3.4-10). 

✤ We can see a similar sentiment when looking at church history and racism. 

➡ Though society calls for conformity to its standards, we must be willing to allow 
Christ to set our standards!



I Don’t Need to Apologize For…

✤ My insistence on the necessity of water baptism. 

➡ Jesus repeatedly addressed the necessity of such (Matthew 28.18ff; Mark 16.16; 
John 3.5). 

➡ Jesus’ apostles laid out, in unmistakable terms, the absolute necessity of a 
personal faith that responds in water baptism. 
‣ Romans 6.1-4; Galatians 3.26-27; Colossians 2.11-12 (not saving self; faith in a Savior) 

‣ Acts 2.38; 1 Peter 3.21



I Don’t Need to Apologize For…

✤ My affirmation of “traditional marriage”. 

➡ “Traditional marriage” was the norm and the commandment (Matthew 19.4-5). 

➡ Jesus affirmed the OT teaching, indicating God’s blessing on such a relationship 
and cautioning against its dissolution (Matthew 19.6). 

➡ “Homosexual marriage” ruins the vision of Christ and the Church (Ephesians 
5.31-32) and falls outside of God’s laws on sexuality (Hebrews 13.4; Jude 7).



I Don’t Need to Apologize For…

✤ Maintaining the church as a non-recreational unit. 

➡ The function of a local church is primarily spiritual (1 Timothy 3.15). 

➡ The local church has a limited role to play with regard to benevolence (1 Timothy 
5.16; 1 Corinthians 16.1). 

➡ There is no authority, implied or otherwise, for concerts, gymnasiums, schools, 
or coffee bars. 
‣ Where is the passage that would indicate authority for such?



A Few Closing Thoughts

✤ I don’t need to apologize for believing the Gospel, but I must express 
myself carefully and thoughtfully: 

➡ 1 Peter 3.15; Colossians 4.6 

✤ I need to become skilled in finding the joy of the Lord. 

➡ Nehemiah 8.8-10 

➡ They found joy in knowing and doing the word of the Lord. 

✤ We need to support each other in our stand for the truth.


