
“IN ALL PURITY”
Stemming the Tide of Improper Behavior



“Do not sharply rebuke an older man, 
but rather appeal to him as a father, to 
the younger men as brothers, the older 
women as mothers, and the younger 
women as sisters, in all purity.

1 Timothy 5.1-2



CONTEXT OF 1 TIMOTHY 5.1-2

➤ Paul is writing to Timothy, whom he has left behind in Ephesus. 

✦ “…remain in Ephesus…instruct certain men” — 1 Timothy 1.3ff 

➤ Timothy is apparently a young man at this point. 

✦ “Let no one look down on your youthfulness” — 1 Timothy 4.12 

✦ Many guess Timothy’s age to be 20s or early 30s. 

➤ Timothy’s youthfulness is referenced in the subsequent epistle. 

✦ “Now flee from youthful lusts…” — 2 Timothy 2.22 

➤ In the midst of writing to Timothy about his mission, Paul 
reminds him of the necessity of pure conduct.



HOW THE HOLY SPIRIT EXPECTS US TO ACT

➤ Don’t make the mistake of applying these texts only to men, 
only to young men, etc. 

✦ The message of 1 Timothy is for all people — 1 Timothy 6.3 

➤ However, recognize that the Holy Spirit identifies men, 
particularly young men, as being especially susceptible to this 
particular sin. 

✦ 1 Timothy 4.12,16; 5.2,24-25; 6.3,11

We are to interact with each other “in all purity.” 
➤ A relative to our word holiness or sanctification. 

➤ Used in the Septuagint to reference the Nazarite’s separation (Num. 6.21). 
✦ Not that we separate from the people, but that we separate from circumstances. 

✦ We respect God’s design as pure — Hebrews 13.4



HOW THE HOLY SPIRIT EXPECTS US TO ACT

➤ Don’t make the mistake of applying these texts only to men, 
only to young men, etc. 

✦ The message of 1 Timothy is for all people — 1 Timothy 6.3 

➤ However, recognize that the Holy Spirit identifies men, 
particularly young men, as being especially susceptible to this 
particular sin. 

✦ 1 Timothy 4.12,16; 5.2,24-25; 6.3,11

We are to interact with each other like we are family. 
➤ “as a father… as brothers… as mothers… as sisters” 

➤ Paul would have the Ephesians look to Christ and the church (Ephesians 5.32). 
✦ Love (5.25), Respect (5.33), and Honor (28-29)



HOW THE HOLY SPIRIT EXPECTS US TO ACT

➤ Don’t make the mistake of applying these texts only to men, 
only to young men, etc. 

✦ The message of 1 Timothy is for all people — 1 Timothy 6.3 

➤ However, recognize that the Holy Spirit identifies men, 
particularly young men, as being especially susceptible to this 
particular sin. 

✦ 1 Timothy 4.12,16; 5.2,24-25; 6.3,11

We are to be examples in our interaction, not conformers. 
➤ “An example of those who believe” — 1 Timothy 4.12 

➤ Christians are to “take pains” (4.15) and “pay close attention” (4.16). 
✦ Our actions must demonstrate a dedication to the principles of holiness and sexual purity.



“Do not sharply rebuke an older man, 
but rather appeal to him as a father, to 
the younger men as brothers, the older 
women as mothers, and the younger 
women as sisters, in all purity.

1 Timothy 5.1-2

How the World Complicates the Matter
1) What is a family? 
2) Who is a man/woman? 
3) What is a man/woman?



SOME CONCLUDING THOUGHTS ON PURE BEHAVIOR:
➤ Don’t look to the world for guidance or approval: 

✦ The same world which is rightly bemoaning the impure behavior of many in 
private is the same world which rejected VP Pence’s unwillingness to meet 
privately with members of the opposite sex. 

➤ Be willing to forego certain circumstances in an effort to maintain purity or 
the appearance of purity (1 Tim. 4.15-16). 

✦ Can people look at my life and see “an example of those who believe” (4.12)? 

✦ Though hugs and kisses are obviously not sinful (Rom. 16.16), are such things 
always a wise decision? 

➤ Impure behavior increasingly involves electronic communication. 

✦ Don’t take inappropriate photos (and certainly don’t post/share them). 

✦ Remember that nothing is ever truly “deleted” from the internet. 

✦ Have accountability regarding electronic communication.



“But flee from these things, you man 
of God, and pursue righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, perseverance, 
and gentleness.

1 Timothy 6.11


